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Moving West CBRT Script
Developed by Dr. Rosalind M. Flynn with Mantua Elementary School students * Fairfax, Virginia

Tomorrow we head out for
Oregon.

What lies ahead?

Who knows what will happen?
[gesture]

I feel nervous and frightened,
but yet, I feel so excited.

I dread the thought of traveling
on a trail for six whole months.
Will there really be free land?
[gesture] [sound effect]

640 acres of land! Nothing’1l
stop me from getting my
dreams. Nothing, you hear me?
We hear you! [gesture]

Why are these people dragging
me along when I really don’t
want to go?

I’m happy here!

Will I ever take a bath again?
Will I live to be 18?

Will I see my old home again?
Will we get lost? [gesture]
Will we make it over the
mountains before the winter
snowstorms strike?

Will the trip be worth 1t?
[gesture]

What if the wagon can’t get up
a hill?

What if the wagon breaks?
What if we run out of supplies?
...or food? [sound effect]

I wonder if I’ll make it.

Are my children strong enough
to survive?

16 I shiver at the thought of being
an orphan.

17  Embarking on this journey is a
dangerous risk.

18  But my mom always said that
life is a risk.

1-20 I’m hungry for the adventure
and excitement on the trail,

All  heading for a brand new life!
[gesture] [sound effect]

19  Ican’t wait to see all of that
open land.

1-15 We have to cross miles of hot,
dry, desolate prairie,

1-30 climb dangerous, steep
mountains,

All  and ford many rushing rivers.
[sound effect]

20 I hope I put my diary in the
wagon.

21 D’ve heard that the land 1s
beautiful and fertile,

All  but are these stories true?
[gesture]

22 D’ve heard that the trail is very
rough,

23-26 ...and the journey is
difficult,

23-30 ...but the reward is
amazing.

23 T’ve heard that you just have to
toss seeds on the ground in
Oregon and you’ll have
yourself a field of corn.

24 D’ve heard that not many people
survive the journey.

25 Do we have the guts to survive?
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26 What if there aren’t any doctors?

27  T’ve heard about people
getting...

1-10 ...malaria

1-20 ...cholera

1-30 ...scurvy

All  ..and frostbite! [gesture]
[sound effect]

28  Will I get sick?

29  ..starve?

30 ..freeze?

All  ...die? [gesture]
| What will happen to my family

if I die?

2 I wonder if we will run into
Indians.

3 Will they be hostile or
welcoming?

4 Will they attack us?

1-10 ...overturn our wagons?

11-20 ...steal our supplies?

21-30 ...trade with us?

All  ...scalp us? [sound effect]

1-10 ..help us?

5 ...or hurt us?

6 What will happen if we don’t
get along with the Indians?

7 Will we see wild animals?

8 ...bears?
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...wolves?

...snakes?

...pigs running around with
forks and knives in their bodies
so you can take a bite?
Mmmmm Mmmmm! [gesture]
Will we see an endless prairie
without trees?

...deep snow on rough
mountains?

...terrible blizzards?

... incredibly rich soil?

...dead bodies on the side of the
trail?

...gold?

...prairie fires?

...acres and acres of new land?
[gesture]

Oh boy, I can’t wait to get out
there!

I wonder if my life will be
better?
I hope that it is going to be a
good adventure.
Nothing could hold me back!
I’m leaving tomorrow when the
sun jumps over that hill!
[gesture] [sound effect]
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